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PART I.—CONSTITUTION OF CANADA 

The Canadian federal state, which today comprises ten provinces and two vast northern 
territories, had its beginning ninety-eight years ago in the enactment (Mar. 29, 1867) by 
the British Parliament of the British North America Act, 1867. Fashioned largely out of 
the Seventy-two Resolutions drafted at Quebec (1864) by the Fathers of Confederation, 
the British North America Act, 1867 provided for the federal union of the three British 
North American provinces (Canada, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia) in one Dominion 
under the name of "Canada". 

Although the new nation that came into being on July 1, 1867 was a federation com
prised of four provinces, namely, Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, Sect. 

• Except where otherwise indicated, the information in this Chapter has been brought up to the date of Apr. 30, 
1965. Certain changes occurring between t ha t da te and the date of going to press will be found in an Appendix to 
th is volume. Also, official appointments made up to the date of going to press will be found in Chapter X X V I I 
(see Index). 
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